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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

New cities, as part of the urban development process in Iran, face multiple

challenges, including a lack of identity and a sense of belonging among residents. Rec?iveo' 15/07/2024
The new city of Sadra, as an example of these cities, requires approaches that can | Revised 31/07/2024
strengthen its physical and cultural identity. In this context, branding, as an effective | Accepted 15/08/2024

strategy in urban design, can help create a distinct and attractive identity for this | Available Online  16/09/2024
city. This article examines and presents urban design strategies aimed at branding,
which will assist in enhancing the physical identity of the new city of Sadra.
Considering the social, cultural, and economic needs of this city, efforts will be made
to identify existing challenges and opportunities and to propose practical solutions
for improving its physical identity. This research is of an applied nature and has been
conducted through a combination of field methods and library studies. In the field
section, data have been collected through direct observation of public spaces and
interviews with residents and specialists. Additionally, using SWOT analysis, the | Physicalldentity
existing strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats have been identified, and | New Town
actionable strategies for enhancing the physical identity of the city are presented. | NewTownSadra
The significance of this topic lies in the fact that through branding and strengthening
physical identity, it is possible to enhance residents’ sense of belonging and
commitment to the city and improve their quality of life. This research can assist
responsible entities in sustainable development and identity enhancement of urban
spaces, providing solutions to the existing challenges in this area.
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Participation
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— The Lack of Transportation Infrastructure and the Importance of Improving Accessibility to Attract Investors
and New Residents

—  The Need for Greater Resident Participation in Urban Decision-Making Processes

— Using SWOT Analysis to Identify Improvement Strategies and Growth Opportunities in Sadra City
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Introduction: In today’s rapidly urbanizing world, new cities face numerous challenges related to
urban development, particularly in establishing a unique identity and fostering a sense of belonging
for their residents. These cities, especially those in developing regions like Iran, often lack the physical
and cultural characteristics that would allow them to resonate with their inhabitants and attract new
residents. As a result, issues such as social isolation, weak community engagement, and poor investment
in local development may arise. The new city of Sadra, located near Shiraz, Iran, offers a poignant example
of a new urban development struggling to establish its identity and sense of community.

The creation of a strong urban identity is essential for enhancing social cohesion and improving the
overall quality of life. New cities that fail to build such an identity often suffer from disengaged residents
and a general lack of investment in community development. In the case of Sadra, despite its potential,
these challenges are quite apparent. Many residents report feeling disconnected from their surroundings,
and this sense of disconnection often leads to decreased participation in local initiatives and a lack of
investment in the city’s development. Given these challenges, it is crucial to explore innovative urban
design strategies that can enhance the city’s physical and cultural identity, thereby improving social
cohesion and making the city more attractive and livable.

Branding, which involves creating a distinct and attractive image for the city, is one such strategy that
can significantly contribute to the development of a city’s identity. Urban branding, through effective
design and planning, can resonate with both the current residents and potential newcomers, fostering
a deep connection to the city. This paper aims to explore and recommend urban design strategies that
focus on branding and identity enhancement for Sadra New City. It examines how such strategies can
be integrated into the urban development process to overcome existing challenges and contribute to a
more cohesive, vibrant, and sustainable urban environment.

Materials and Methods: The research methodology employed in this study combines both
qualitative and quantitative approaches to gain a comprehensive understanding of the challenges
facing Sadra and to propose effective strategies for its urban development. A mixed-method approach
was chosen to ensure that both subjective and objective data were gathered from a variety of sources.
Field studies were conducted to directly observe the physical conditions of public spaces in Sadra. These
observations focused on key aspects such as accessibility, maintenance, and the degree to which these
spaces facilitated social interactions among residents. The findings revealed that many public spaces
were underutilized and poorly maintained, which hindered their potential to serve as vibrant community
hubs. These observations highlighted a critical need for the revitalization of public spaces to enhance
community engagement and strengthen the physical identity of the city.

In addition to field observations, structured interviews were conducted with a diverse range of
stakeholders, including residents, local business owners, and urban planners. The interviews aimed to
gather insights into the perceptions of the city’s identity and the challenges it faces. Participants were
selected to represent the diversity of the community, including varying ages, professions, and socio-
economic backgrounds. Their feedback provided valuable perspectives on the city’s current state and
potential improvements.

The quantitative aspect of the research involved administering surveys to residents of Sadra to assess
their sense of belonging, awareness of urban branding efforts, and satisfaction with the current state of
the urban environment. The survey responses offered statistical data that complemented the qualitative
findings, enabling a more nuanced understanding of the factors affecting the city’s identity and social
cohesion.

Findings: The research uncovered several key findings that are essential for understanding the
challenges facing Sadra New City and for developing effective urban design strategies:

1.Lack of Public Spaces: One of the most significant issues identified in the research was the lack of
accessible, well-designed public spaces. Many respondents expressed a desire for more parks, recreational
areas, and cultural spaces where they could interact with their neighbors and participate in community
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events. Public spaces are critical for fostering social cohesion, and their absence limits the city’s ability
to create a sense of community.

2.Inadequate Cultural Representation: Another important finding was the absence of cultural elements
in the city’s design. Residents felt that the city’s physical environment did not adequately reflect local
traditions and cultural values. This lack of cultural representation led to a sense of disconnection, with
many feeling that the city’s identity was generic and lacked a unique sense of place.

3.Transportation Infrastructure: The study also revealed that Sadra suffers from inadequate
transportation infrastructure. Many residents reported difficulties with accessibility, especially in terms
of public transportation and pedestrian pathways. Improved transportation networks would not only
facilitate mobility but also contribute to the city’s physical identity by enhancing its connectivity and
accessibility.

4.Limited Community Engagement: A critical issue identified through the research was the limited
involvement of residents in the urban planning process. Many respondents indicated that they felt
disconnected from decision-making processes and were not sufficiently engaged in shaping the future of
their city. This lack of participation undermines the sense of ownership and belonging among residents.

Using SWOT analysis, the study identified several strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats
related to Sadra’s urban development. Strengths include the city’s potential for cultural richness, a strong
sense of community spirit, and its location near Shiraz, which could attract tourism and investment.
However, weaknesses include infrastructural deficits, a lack of awareness regarding urban branding, and
insufficient public spaces. Opportunities for improvement include leveraging Sadra’s cultural heritage,
enhancing its sustainability practices, and capitalizing on its location to attract businesses and tourists.
Threats include socio-economic disparities, environmental challenges, and the potential for urban decay
if issues are not addressed.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings of this research suggest that the branding and physical
identity of Sadra New City can be significantly enhanced through targeted urban design strategies.
The key areas for improvement identified in this study include the development of public spaces, the
integration of cultural elements, the enhancement of transportation infrastructure, and the promotion
of resident participation in urban planning.

Incorporating these strategies into the city’s development will help create a more vibrant, inclusive, and
attractive urban environment. For example, creating well-designed parks and cultural centers will not
only improve the physical landscape of Sadra but also serve as focal points for community engagement,
fostering social cohesion among residents. Similarly, integrating local cultural elements into the city’s
architecture and public art will help establish a unique identity for the city that resonates with its
residents and attracts newcomers.

Improving transportation infrastructure will enhance the city’s accessibility and facilitate better
movement for residents and visitors alike. Finally, involving residents in the planning and development
process through workshops, public forums, and other participatory mechanisms will foster a sense of
ownership and belonging, ensuring that the city evolves in a way that meets the needs and desires of
its inhabitants.

In conclusion, this research offers valuable insights for urban planners and policymakers working on
the development of new cities, particularly in Iran. By focusing on urban branding and community
engagement, Sadra can emerge as a model for new cities that prioritize the creation of a strong sense of
identity and belonging. The strategies proposed in this study not only aim to improve the city’s physical
appearance but also to cultivate a thriving, connected community that will drive the city’s long-term
success.
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conducted through a combination of field methods and library studies. In the field
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