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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

he present study aims to examine the spatial quality of the historical-touristic
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strategies for restoring its place identity. This area, with a rich history of religious,
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cultural, and historical values, has faced identity erosion and a decline in spatial
quality due to uncontrolled investments and excessive destruction. The research
method is descriptive-analytical and based on quantitative data. In this context,
various indicators are evaluated in terms of physical, semantic, and socio - cultural X .
dimensions to prioritize issues and propose solutions for improving spatial quality
and preserving the place identity of the area. Data collection was carried out through | place Identity

library studies and questionnaires, using random sampling. To assess the indicators, | Historical- Tourism Space
40 urban experts and university professors were consulted, and for data analysis, | Urban Recovery

the Swara and Friedman tests were employed. The results show that among the | Beyn Ol-Harameyn
indicators examined, accessibility, sewage disposal, and aesthetic values play the | Quality Enhancement
most significant roles in enhancing the spatial quality and place identity of the area.
From a theoretical perspective, this study provides a deeper understanding of the
concept of place identity and clarifies its role in urban design. Practically, it can
serve as a model for urban planning focused on improving the quality and identity
of historical spaces. Ultimately, the research suggests that a coordinated approach
to improving the physical-environmental dimensions — particularly their associated
indicators — can not only aid in restoring the place identity of Beyn Ol - haramein
but also increase citizen satisfaction and attract tourists to the area. Attention to this
approach in urban policy - making and planning for the preservation of the identity
and vitality of historical spaces is essential. Accordingly, Accordingly, solutions within
the urban design framework are proposed to improve this area from an urban design
perspective.

Highlights

- A profound understanding of the place identity of destroyed historical spaces was presented.

- The assessment results of components of spatial quality identify the urban design priorities for enhancing the
place identity of Beyn Ol-Harameyn site.

- The SWARA method and Friedman test have been employed to identify the priorities, and proposed the urban
design strategies across physical, semantic, and socio-cultural dimensions.

- Accessibility and wastewater management from the physical-environmental dimension, and aesthetic values
from the semantic dimension of place identity, are recognized as the action priorities.
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I ntroduction: The study has been conducted to investigate the spatial quality of the historical tourism
space, Beyn Ol-Harameyn in Shiraz, Iran and develop urban design strategies to recover its place
identity. Historical urban areas are critical to the cultural memory and continuity of cities and encompass
several layers of religious, social, architectural, and historical values.

However, contemporary urbanization forces, including unregulated land-use changes, development and
rapid changes in physical and socio-economic structures, pose a threat to the spatial identity of such
heritage sites. For historical areas, place identity is defined as the connection between the physical space
and the collective identity of residents and visitors.

Itis often reflected in architectural aesthetics, cultural symbolism, and the continued social and ritualistic
engagement within these spaces. The Beyn Ol-Harameyn, with its rich tapestry of religious and cultural
significance, offers an ideal case for studying how urban identity may be preserved or even revitalized to
align with modern urban demands while safeguarding its intrinsic character.

Recognizing the importance of both theoretical insight and practical implications, this study explores
place identity’s potential in not only preserving but also reinvigorating historical spaces. It aims to
address pressing urban issues by investigating three primary dimensions—physical, semantic, and socio-
cultural—as integral components in sustaining and enhancing the unique quality of Beyn Ol-Harameyn.

aterials and Methods: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach supplemented
by quantitative data collection methods. First, a literature review was conducted to establish the
theoretical foundation for assessing spatial quality for recovering place identity.
This background information presented the development of a structured framework for evaluating spatial
quality within the study area. furthermore, by document review, indicators of spatial quality connected
with place Identity were derived and categorized into physical, semantic, and socio-cultural aspects.
In the second step, the data was collected by surveying method. In this regard, the study sampling
included a group of urban planners, municipal officials, cultural heritage professionals, and residents
with extensive knowledge of or connection to the Beyn Ol-Harameyn area.
A structured questionnaire utilizing the Likert scale was developed to assess the respondents’ perception
of various aspects of physical, semantic, and socio-cultural qualities that have a role in place identity.
Data was analyzed using SPSS, employing deeper insights into the relative importance of each indicator,
the SWARA and Friedman methods were applied, allowing the study to rank and weight factors.

indings: The findings reveal that physical, semantic, and socio-cultural components each play a

distinct and vital role in shaping the overall place identity of the Beyn Ol-Harameyn district. Among
the physical factors, accessibility ranked as the most significant, emphasizing the importance of a well-
designed network of pathways and connections that integrates the historical space with the surrounding
urban context.
Accessibility not only facilitates ease of movement for residents and visitors but also reinforces
the functional coherence of the area, making it more attractive and accessible to a wider audience.
Furthermore, the management of wastewater emerged as a critical factor, as effective sanitation
infrastructures are fundamental for maintaining environmental standards and preventing the degradation
of historical sites.
Without adequate management, water damage and pollution could irreversibly harm the architectural
and structural integrity of historical buildings within the area. Additionally, aesthetic considerations
were found to have a profound impact, as visual harmony and the preservation of iconic architectural
elements are essential in maintaining the unique character and appeal of Beyn Ol-Harameyn. These
elements create an immediate sense of place, offering a visual and sensory experience that is deeply
rooted in the area’s heritage.
From a semantic standpoint, the findings demonstrate that the cultural heritage embedded in Beyn
Ol-Harameyn—including its historical narratives and religious symbolism—plays a substantial role in
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fostering emotional bonds and a sense of belonging. Indicators such as readability, historical continuity,
and the preservation of collective memories were shown to strengthen the place identity and cultural
significance of the area, encouraging deeper connections among both residents and tourists. This
component highlights the importance of preserving symbolic meanings and stories associated with the
area, as these elements contribute to a shared understanding of its value.

The readability of the space, or its capacity to communicate its cultural and historical significance
through visual and spatial cues, enables visitors to appreciate the depth of history encapsulated within
Beyn Ol-Harameyn, adding layers of meaning to their experience.

The socio-cultural dimension also significantly impacts place identity, particularly through aspects like
social security, cultural cohesion, and inclusivity. Social security emerged as an essential element, as
it fosters an environment conducive to social interaction and community engagement. The findings
indicate that a sense of safety and security is integral for promoting positive social dynamics, allowing
residents and visitors to interact freely and build connections within the space.

Cultural cohesion, or the ability of the space to reflect shared cultural values and norms, was also shown
to be crucial in reinforcing place identity. The inclusivity of public spaces—making them accessible and
inviting to people of all backgrounds—is another important factor, as it helps in fostering a sense of
belonging and cultural ownership among a diverse population. The study reveals that when historical
spaces are inclusive, they become more resilient, adapting to the needs of contemporary urban life
without compromising their historical character.

Discussion and Conclusion: The research underscores the importance of a multidimensional
approach to urban design and planning in historical areas, where the goal is to balance the
preservation of cultural identity with the functional needs of modern cities. The strong positive
correlation observed between place identity and physical quality in Beyn Ol-Harameyn suggests that
improvements in infrastructure—such as enhanced accessibility and wastewater management—are
instrumental in preserving and enhancing the spatial identity of historical areas.

These findings resonate with urban design theories that stress the importance of physical infrastructure
as a foundation for cohesive and resilient urban spaces. In line with this, the study highlights that
physical interventions aimed at improving environmental quality can also strengthen the emotional
and cognitive connections individuals have with historical spaces, fostering a greater appreciation and
understanding of their cultural significance.

Aesthetic and symbolic elements are particularly crucial in reinforcing cultural identity in historical
contexts. By maintaining the visual integrity of historical structures and integrating them with the
surrounding urban fabric, urban planners can facilitate the transmission of cultural heritage, preserving
the area’s identity across generations. This approach aligns with existing research on place identity,
which posits that aesthetic coherence and symbolic representations of heritage play a significant role in
building attachment to place.

In the context of Beyn Ol-Harameyn, aesthetic elements such as architectural harmony, iconic landmarks,
and traditional urban patterns help create a visually compelling environment that resonates with
residents and tourists alike. By fostering readability and continuity in design, these elements support
the preservation of cultural memory and provide a stable reference point within the evolving urban
landscape.

The socio-cultural dimension, encompassing factors like social security and inclusivity, is also essential
for sustaining the vibrancy and appeal of historical spaces. Social security, in particular, is highlighted as
a fundamental requirement for promoting positive social dynamics and ensuring the well-being of both
residents and visitors. Spaces that are safe, inclusive, and culturally cohesive contribute to the formation
of a robust social identity, encouraging diverse groups to engage with and feel a sense of ownership over
the space.

In Beyn Ol-Harameyn, these factors contribute to the establishment of an inclusive urban environment,
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where residents and visitors alike can feel connected to the area’s cultural heritage. The study underscores
that a coordinated strategy focusing on physical infrastructure, aesthetic and symbolic elements, and
socio-cultural inclusivity is essential for reviving the spatial identity of historical urban areas.

The study concludes with practical recommendations for urban designers and policymakers, emphasizing
the need to integrate place identity components into urban development strategies, especially in
historical areas. Such an approach is anticipated to not only enhance the quality and sustainability of
these spaces but also contribute to the broader goals of cultural preservation and social cohesion.
Through a holistic and inclusive framework, cities can protect their historical identity while supporting
the dynamic needs of contemporary urban life. Ultimately, the study reaffirms that preserving place
identity in historical contexts is not merely about maintaining physical structures but about fostering
meaningful connections between people and places that endure over time.
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Amir Azimpour®© Erfaneh Ghanbari?"% Ahmadreza Savareh®

1. Ph.D. Student in urban planning , School of Urban Planning, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
2. Ph.D. Candidate in urban planning, Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.
3. Graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning, Department of Urban Planning, Larestan Higher education complex, Lar, Iran.

he present study aims to examine the spatial quality of the historical-touristic

area of Beyn Ol - haramein in Shiraz, with the goal of developing urban design
strategies for restoring its place identity. This area, with a rich history of religious,
cultural, and historical values, has faced identity erosion and a decline in spatial | Accepted 27/08/2024
quality due to uncontrolled investments and excessive destruction. The research | Available Online  16/09/2024
method is descriptive-analytical and based on quantitative data. In this context,
various indicators are evaluated in terms of physical, semantic, and socio - cultural
dimensions to prioritize issues and propose solutions for improving spatial quality
and preserving the place identity of the area. Data collection was carried out through | pjace identity
library studies and questionnaires, using random sampling. To assess the indicators, | istorical- Tourism Space
40 urban experts and university professors were consulted, and for data analysis, | yrban Recovery
the Swara and Friedman tests were employed. The results show that among the | geyn ol-Harameyn
indicators examined, accessibility, sewage disposal, and aesthetic values play the | quaiity enhancement
most significant roles in enhancing the spatial quality and place identity of the area.
From a theoretical perspective, this study provides a deeper understanding of the
concept of place identity and clarifies its role in urban design. Practically, it can
serve as a model for urban planning focused on improving the quality and identity
of historical spaces. Ultimately, the research suggests that a coordinated approach
to improving the physical-environmental dimensions — particularly their associated
indicators — can not only aid in restoring the place identity of Beyn Ol - haramein
but also increase citizen satisfaction and attract tourists to the area. Attention to this
approach in urban policy - making and planning for the preservation of the identity
and vitality of historical spaces is essential. Accordingly, Accordingly, solutions within
the urban design framework are proposed to improve this area from an urban design
perspective.

Highlights

- A profound understanding of the place identity of destroyed historical spaces was presented.

- The assessment results of components of spatial quality identify the urban design priorities for enhancing the
place identity of Beyn Ol-Harameyn site.

- The SWARA method and Friedman test have been employed to identify the priorities, and proposed the urban
design strategies across physical, semantic, and socio-cultural dimensions.

- Accessibility and wastewater management from the physical-environmental dimension, and aesthetic values
from the semantic dimension of place identity, are recognized as the action priorities.
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