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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

he Zandieh complex in Shiraz is considered one of the most prominent | p.ceived 11/10/2024
historical architectural and urban planning ensembles in Iran, where the art | peyised 12/11/2024
and ornamentation of buildings have reached their peak. The present study aims | Accepted 18/12/2024

to examine the decorations, physical structure, and external layers of the buildings | Available Online  19/01/2025
within the Shiraz Zandieh complex and identify the influencing factors. The research
method employed is descriptive-analytical. The study’s theoretical framework is based

on library research, while the analysis of the decorations used in this complex relies

on field surveys. The findings of this study indicate that innovative approaches have | Decorations

been applied in the ornamentation of this complex. Political and social conditions z:::izeh

have led to factors such as the influence of mythical and ancient art, the integration Urban Arsen

of decorations into the architectural structure, and introversion in the creation of

ornaments. The decorations used in this complex contain patterns, symbols, and signs
that contribute to the unity and meaning of the works. Moreover, this architecture has
not overlooked the pedestrian perception scale, paying attention to the ornamentation
of passageways and the observer’s perspective.

Highlights

—  Examining the influence of mythological and ancient art on the architectural ornaments of
the Zand Complex, including the use of Shahnameh motifs and epic themes.

— Emphasizing the integration of decorations with the architectural structure, highlighting
their role as a part of the visual and structural identity of the buildings.

— Analyzing the introversion in Zand-era urban architecture due to social and security
conditions of the time, along with the design of enclosed squares.

— Showecasing artistic unity and harmony in the Zand Complex’s ornaments, including
vegetal, geometric, and brick patterns in various parts of the buildings.

— Considering the pedestrian perception scale and observer’s viewpoint in designing public
spaces, entrances, and passageways to create urban harmony.

© [2025] by the author(s).

Citation of the article

Jahanbakhsh, H., Daneshjoo, H., Sheibani, N., & Sheibani, F. (2025). Examination and recognition of urban architectural decorations in the historical
context of Arsen Zandieh, Shiraz. International Journal of Iranian Urban Design Studies, 1(2), 321-344.

*Author Corresponding:

Email: h_jahanbakhsh@pnu.ac.ir



https://orcid.org/0009-0007-5087-1241
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8987-3761
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-3853-1999
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8987-3761
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-7729-5131
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8987-3761
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7642-5676
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8987-3761

IRAIAN

URBAN

DESIGN

SE%IES

1UDS, 1(2):321-344, 2025

Examination and Recognition of Urban Architectural Decorations in the ...

Introduction: The role of urban facades in shaping urban spaces is a key topic in urban design and
planning (Wankhede, 2017). Facades play a primary role in visual perception when defining the quality
of urban spaces (Wahlstrom, 2020). Since the architecture of a city is a reflection of its cultural heritage
(Mihaila, 2014), and Arsen Zandieh is one of the key components of the city’s urban and cultural heritage,
being the largest site within the historical fabric of Shiraz and an extensive example of traditional urban
planning, the study and recognition of architectural facades in Arsen Zandieh becomes essential. Works
like the “History of Giti Gosha” (Mousavi Nami Esfahan, 1363), “Rostam al-Tawarikh” (Asaf, 1380), “The
History of the Old Fabric of Shiraz” (Afser, 1353), “Kareem Khan Zand and His Time” (Rajabi, 1355), and
“History of the Zand Dynasty” (Hedayati, 1334) serve as primary sources and valuable references for
understanding various aspects of culture, art, and architecture during the Zandieh era. Various studies
have been conducted on the art and architecture of the Zandieh era by the Cultural Heritage Organization
of Fars, master’s and doctoral theses, researchers, and Shiraz scholars. Published papers from the Great
Zandieh Congress (1387) contain much information on the art and architecture of the Zandieh period.
The book “Square and City: The History of Cannon Squares from Tehran to Shiraz” (Asadpour, 1397),
which examines the structure of squares and the physical form of the Zandieh complex in Shiraz, and
the article “Color in the Urban Facades of Zandieh Shiraz” (Sheibani et al., 1398), which introduces the
color palette of the Zandieh complex facades, are among the existing studies. However, few studies have
addressed the decorative arts and architectural elements associated with the exterior architecture of the
Zandieh complex in Shiraz. This research seeks to answer the question of what factors have influenced
the architectural decorations of this urban fabric and whether unity and coherence can be found in them.
Additionally, did they consider the aesthetic perception of the viewer?

Materials and Methods: The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical. Library
research was used for constructing the theoretical framework, and primary sources, historical
maps, photographs, and field surveys were used to analyze the historical context of the Zandieh complex.

Findings: The findings indicate that multiple factors have influenced the architectural presentations
in the historical context of Arsen Shiraz, including the influence of mythical and ancient art, inward
orientation due to security concerns, and the use of decorations to integrate them with the structure. A
meaningful, recurring pattern for motifs and decorative elements such as rosette designs, inscriptions,
brick floral patterns, and geometric, plant, and narrative motifs has created a connection between the
buildings of Arsen and a unity in artistic expression. The findings suggest that the scale of pedestrian
perception and the viewer’s sight were considered.

Discussion and Conclusion: Considering the value of historical complexes and their importance
in urban beauty, this research aims to analyze the decorations of the Zandieh complex so that
their understanding may serve as a guide for future architects and urban planners. This study, using
a descriptive-analytical method and library studies and field surveys, concludes that, although some
researchers believe Zandieh architecture is an imitation or continuation of Safavid architecture or a mix
of Achaemenid styles, the innovations during that time should also be considered. Karim Khan could
have used religious narratives or royal conquest depictions, like the Safavids, or merely copied the motifs
of Persepolis as the Qajars did, but he chose to use the ancient Iranian symbol of Rostam, incorporating
it for the first time in the exterior decoration of buildings. Another innovation of the time is the Cannon
Square, which created an introverted government square by placing several cannons in it. Social and
political conditions such as city insecurity and the government’s need for security led to two key factors:
inward orientation and structural strength, both of which are reflected in the decorations as seclusion
with high walls and decorations integrated with the structure. However, these factors did not mean
ignoring the viewer’s perspective and the decoration of passageways. The existence of recurring motifs
and a pattern that fits the intended use, with symbolic meaning and urban identity, indicates unity and
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order in the design of exterior decorations in this complex. Therefore, this study identifies factors such as
the influence of mythical and ancient art, decorations integrated with the structure, inward orientation,
artistic unity, and attention to pedestrian perception scale as influential components in the design of
exterior layers and decorations of the Zandieh complex. These factors are seen as important elements
in the quality and identity of this fabric.
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The Zandieh complex in Shiraz is considered one of the most prominent historical
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architectural and urban planning ensembles in Iran, where the art and ornamentation | reyised 12/11/2024
of buildings have reached their peak. The present study aims to examine the | Accepted 18/12/2024

decorations, physical structure, and external layers of the buildings within the Shiraz | Available Online  19/01/2025
Zandieh complex and identify the influencing factors. The research method employed
is descriptive-analytical. The study’s theoretical framework is based on library research,

while the analysis of the decorations used in this complex relies on field surveys. The

findings of this study indicate that innovative approaches have been applied in the | Decorations
ornamentation of this complex. Political and social conditions have led to factors such z:::izeh

as the influence of mythical and ancient art, the integration of decorations into the Urban Arsen
architectural structure, and introversion in the creation of ornaments. The decorations

used in this complex contain patterns, symbols, and signs that contribute to the
unity and meaning of the works. Moreover, this architecture has not overlooked the
pedestrian perception scale, paying attention to the ornamentation of passageways
and the observer’s perspective.

Highlights

—  Examining the influence of mythological and ancient art on the architectural ornaments of
the Zand Complex, including the use of Shahnameh motifs and epic themes.

— Emphasizing the integration of decorations with the architectural structure, highlighting
their role as a part of the visual and structural identity of the buildings.

— Analyzing the introversion in Zand-era urban architecture due to social and security
conditions of the time, along with the design of enclosed squares.

— Showcasing artistic unity and harmony in the Zand Complex’s ornaments, including
vegetal, geometric, and brick patterns in various parts of the buildings.

— Considering the pedestrian perception scale and observer’s viewpoint in designing public
spaces, entrances, and passageways to create urban harmony.
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