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ABSTRACT ARTICLE INFO

Public art, upon entering urban and subsequently public spaces, has consistently | geceived 09/10/2024
sought an appropriate platform for engaging with citizens, audiences, and
enhancing the quality of civic life. Accordingly, this study aims to identify the influential
components of public art along with urban design considerations and strategies
to improve the quality of urban spaces. The primary objective of this research
is to explain how public art influences urban space quality. This study is applied in
purpose and descriptive-analytical in methodology, conducted in the Jahanshahr | g m

. . . - 4 . e vwor s
neighborhood of Karaj. A review of theoretical studies led to the identification of key
components, including activity potential, social interactions, visual identity, legibility, | PublicArt
imageability, mental comfort, accessibility and permeability, and sense of place. | Urban Space Quality
Data collection was carried out through questionnaires. The statistical population | Urban Design Guidelines
for the first questionnaire included urban planning experts, from whom a sample | Jahanshahr Neighborhood
of 30 participants was selected using the snowball sampling technique. The second
questionnaire targeted residents of Jahanshahr, and based on the Cochran formula, a
sample size of 380 respondents was determined from a total population of 33,000. To
analyze the expert questionnaire, the Analytic Network Process (ANP) technique was
employed, while citizen responses were analyzed using multivariate linear regression
in AMOS software. Findings indicate that activity potential and social interactions
(0.69), followed by imageability and mental comfort (0.64), had the highest factor
loadings and were identified as the most influential factors in determining urban
space quality. Moreover, Fateh Garden was selected as the most suitable urban space
in terms of quality using the Analytic Network Process (ANP).
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Highlights

—  Public art can significantly contribute to enhancing the quality of urban spaces, provided it is
implemented based on clear criteria and urban design principles.

—  Fat’h Garden in Jahanshahr, Karaj, were identified as the most suitable locations for public art
projects.

—  Many rigid and neglected facades in the area offer potential canvases for murals and artistic designs.

— Incorporating water, light, and sound in public art can enhance social interactions, spatial identity,
and sensory richness.

—  Public art is not just an aesthetic element; it plays a crucial role in social, functional, and identity-
building aspects of urban spaces
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I ntroduction: Urban art today encompasses numerous subfields, evolving in connection with painting
and sculpture to establish its own distinct identity. In this regard, urban art shares many commonalities
with the concept of public art. Cities and, more broadly, public spaces have become arenas of immense
cultural and racial diversity—perhaps the most diverse environments in human history. Expansive
urban spaces require public artworks that serve as connectors between urban environments while also
enhancing human visual perception. This connection is facilitated through public art, which provides
a platform for meaning-making and collective social norms. In the urban domain, public art serves as
a means of understanding traditional and modern values, as well as the historical narratives of cities.
Consequently, public space plays a crucial role in sustainable urban development, where accessibility
to public spaces serves as an indicator of quality of life and significantly impacts social, civic, and spatial
dimensions.

Various classifications of public art projects in urban spaces have been established, with the earliest
studies dating back to 1985. While substantial research has been conducted on public art and urban
space quality separately, the issue of locating suitable public spaces for urban art formation has yet to
be comprehensively examined. This study, therefore, aims to develop design guidelines with a public art
approach, considering both general and specific frameworks in alignment with defined goals and visions.
Furthermore, all reviewed models incorporate urban systems, although their focus varies significantly
depending on the context. In this research, these systems are structured based on theoretical foundations.
Neglecting the quality of urban spaces has created significant challenges in developing countries, and
Iran is no exception. The absence of public art initiatives in urban spaces has led to a lack of effective
engagement between citizens and urban management. Karaj, like many other cities, faces challenges
where public spaces in its neighborhoods are undergoing adverse social, economic, environmental, and
physical transformations.

Jahanshahr, known historically as “Bagh-e Fateh” (Fateh Garden), was once one of Karaj’s most lush and
green areas, earning its reputation as a “garden city” due to its dense tree cover. However, no systematic
efforts have been made to integrate public art into its urban landscape. Given this gap, the present study
seeks to address the following research questions:

What are the key factors through which public art enhances urban space quality in Jahanshahr, Karaj?
What typology of public art is most compatible with the characteristics of urban spaces in Jahanshahr?
What urban design considerations and strategies can optimize the use of urban art to improve urban
space quality?

Additionally, this study aims to develop an urban design guideline to facilitate the integration of urban art
into public spaces, thereby enhancing the overall quality of urban environments.

IVI aterials and Methods: This study is both fundamental and applied, aiming to identify factors
affecting urban space quality in Jahanshahr, Karaj. It follows a descriptive-analytical methodology,
using two questionnaires: one for 380 citizens and another for 30 experts. SPSS and AMOS software were
employed for data analysis, with Cronbach’s Alpha reliability of 0.667. Multivariate regression analysis
identified key factors influencing urban space quality, such as imageability, activity potential, accessibility,
visual identity, legibility, and sense of place. The Analytic Network Process (ANP) was used to determine
optimal locations for public art interventions, with expert opinions gathered through snowball sampling
from urban managers and academics.

Findings: The analysis in this study examines the dimensions of urban design quality frameworks

through four key indicators: social, spatial quality, landscape, and perception. The impact of

independent variables (sub-criteria) on dependent variables (main criteria)—including imageability and

mental comfort, activity potential, accessibility, visual identity, legibility, and sense of place—is as follows:

- For imageability and mental comfort, the “walkability” sub-criterion has the highest factor loading
(0.391).
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- For activity potential and social interactions, the sub-criterion “dialogue among individuals and
triangulation” holds the highest factor loading (0.388).

- Foraccessibility, the sub-criterion “walkability” has the highest impact with a factor loading of 0.448.

- For visual identity, the sub-criterion “the role of statues and other public art elements in conveying
spatial openness and enclosure” shows the highest factor loading of 0.288.

- For legibility, the sub-criterion “form recognition relative to other elements” has the highest factor
loading of 0.421.

- For sense of place, the sub-criterion “historical representation of the location” holds the highest
factor loading (0.376).

- Each sub-criterion (independent variable) has a direct effect on the main criteria (dependent
variables) and an indirect effect on the latent variable—urban space quality. Among these,
“walkability” (0.448) in accessibility has the highest impact on urban space quality, followed by
“form recognition relative to other elements” (0.421) in legibility and “accessibility” (0.402).

- Additionally, the results of the structural equation modeling (SEM) test for the indices indicate that:

- Activity potential and social interactions (0.69)

- Imageability and mental comfort (0.64)

- Legibility (0.54)

- Visual identity (0.51)

are the most influential factors in urban space quality, ranked in order of their factor loadings.

Site Selection for Public Art Using the ANP Technique

To determine the optimal location for public art based on urban space quality, the Analytic Network

Process (ANP) technique was applied using SuperDecisions software. This method, which relies on

expert opinions, was used to assign weights to the indicators through pairwise comparisons based on

Thomas L. Saaty’s scale (1 to 9).

After computing the expert evaluations and scoring the options, the Tennis Park of Bagh-e-Fateh emerged

as the top-ranked site among the available choices (Figure 3). Accordingly, a color spectrum was used to

illustrate the optimal locations for public art on the Jahanshahr neighborhood map, transitioning from
dark colors (Bagh-e-Fateh) to lighter shades (Shahid Rouhani Bridge) to represent the ranking of site
suitability.

iscussion and Conclusion: Public arts, when guided by established criteria, can enhance urban

design qualities in urban spaces. Recently, Karaj has introduced the concept of neighborhood-
centered artworks, which requires proper guidance to integrate these artworks with different layers
of urban form. Based on both micro and macro goals and the desired vision, design guidelines with
a public art approach have been proposed in two sections: one focused on public art and the other
aligned with the set goals. According to studies and analyses in the Jahanshahr neighborhood, it is
concluded that the general guideline should consist of these two parts. In the section of space and
activity recognition analysis, it was observed that there are highly suitable spaces in the Fat’h Garden
pedestrian walkway and Jomhouri Boulevard that, unfortunately, have not been well designed. These
spaces could be ideal for defining public art projects. Additionally, many rigid facades, which are
polluted and require cleaning, can serve as suitable backgrounds for various murals and artistic designs.
In evaluating the quality of artwork, the sculptural works on the Mahan Boulevard pedestrian walkway
towards Jomhouri Square were assessed as very weak. In terms of surface works in the specific design
section, valuable examples can be found, but for the flooring design, there is nothing that reflects the
value of artistic works. In applied artworks, it can be observed that many of these artworks have been
placed without consideration for the identity of the pedestrian space and are similar to other works in
different urban spaces in Karaj. Besides street performances, no other performance-based artworks,
such as music played by street performers or beggars, were observed in the Tennis Park area. Similarly,
social art projects have no presence in the pedestrian walkway.
After completing the studies and analysis phase, it can be summarized that the factors influencing
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public art’s role in enhancing the quality of urban spaces in Jahanshahr, Karaj, include perceptual, scenic,
social, and spatial components. Each factor has sub-components such as visual proportions, role-making,
activity patterns, sense of place, complexity, permeability, readability, and interactions, all contributing
significantly to urban space enhancement. Additionally, a typology of public arts suitable for the area was
identified through field surveys and questionnaires, focusing on identity elements. Based on this, types
of public art with frameworks of identity, structure, and meaning were recognized, and priorities related
to adaptability, symmetry, balance, permeability, aesthetic appeal, continuity, facilities, physical form,
and scale were established. By applying urban design strategies and utilizing urban art effectively, such as
designing specific furniture, optimizing facades, selecting appropriate locations, and ensuring artworks
align with human scale, form, and color, urban space quality can be improved. Public art plays a crucial
role in fostering social interactions, enhancing environmental quality, creating identity, and establishing
a sense of place. Incorporating elements like water, light, and sound into public art not only enriches
the sensory experience but also encourages people to spend more time in urban spaces, making them
unique. Public art, therefore, contributes not only aesthetically but also in creating meaningful, engaging
spaces that foster a sense of belonging.
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Publicart, upon entering urban and subsequently public spaces, has consistently sought | received 09/10/2024
an appropriate platform for engaging with citizens, audiences, and enhancing the | .. . 12/11/2024
quality of civic life. Accordingly, this study aims to identify the influential components
of public art along with urban design considerations and strategies to improve the
quality of urban spaces. The primary objective of this research is to explain how public
art influences urban space quality. This study is applied in purpose and descriptive-
analytical in methodology, conducted in the Jahanshahr neighborhood of Karaj. A K

review of theoretical studies led to the identification of key components, including

activity potential, social interactions, visual identity, legibility, imageability, mental | PublicArt

comfort, accessibility and permeability, and sense of place. Data collection was carried | Urban Space Quality

out through questionnaires. The statistical population for the first questionnaire | Urban Design Guidelines
included urban planning experts, from whom a sample of 30 participants was selected | Jahanshahr Neighborhood
using the snowball sampling technique. The second questionnaire targeted residents
of Jahanshahr, and based on the Cochran formula, a sample size of 380 respondents
was determined from a total population of 33,000. To analyze the expert questionnaire,
the Analytic Network Process (ANP) technique was employed, while citizen responses
were analyzed using multivariate linear regression in AMOS software. Findings
indicate that activity potential and social interactions (0.69), followed by imageability
and mental comfort (0.64), had the highest factor loadings and were identified as the
most influential factors in determining urban space quality. Moreover, Fateh Garden
was selected as the most suitable urban space in terms of quality using the Analytic
Network Process (ANP).

Highlights

—  Public art can significantly contribute to enhancing the quality of urban spaces, provided it is
implemented based on clear criteria and urban design principles.

—  Fat’h Garden in Jahanshahr, Karaj, were identified as the most suitable locations for public art
projects.

—  Many rigid and neglected facades in the area offer potential canvases for murals and artistic designs.

- Incorporating water, light, and sound in public art can enhance social interactions, spatial identity,
and sensory richness.

- Public art is not just an aesthetic element; it plays a crucial role in social, functional, and identity-
building aspects of urban spaces
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